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| Meteorological Eſſay | 1 


APPARITI 
In the Haavens 


HERE is not in the World almoſt a 
Perfon ſo e even ys 585 
Ignorant, that is not upon the late 
3 om the Skies, divided be. 
tween Hope and Fear, and that don't. ſtand 
gaping, as it were; after ſome Iaſtruction from 
the more experienc'd, the deeper read, and ties 
moſt judicious Profeſſors of Natural Science 
and Mathematical Art, how: their Paſſions 
ought to be juſtly regulated upon this Occaſi⸗ 
on: They want to be directed, whether they 
ought only to wonder, or whether they ought 
both to wonder and to ſhudder with Fear on 
this Occaſion. So much Prudence among the 
moſt Illiterate of our People, is not, I muſt 
confeſs, more amazing to me, in ſtarting this 
Queſtion, than the general Stupidity and Folly 
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to others, 
and cee Nel wh of Enquiry, of any which 
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- among the Learned, who while they only ſay 
with their Mouths, in ſmall Societies, that it 
proceeded from a Natural Cauſe, anſwer this 


' Rumour, and by not giving it under their 
Hands, are ſo far from ae the Contro- 


vetſy, 15 An reg tho they pretend it 


to 3 hing not oa the anſwering) fren- | 
ders it 1 ſolemnly terrible, and fills the 


if they had all join d together, and in the moſt 
pathetick and moving Terms, had given it out 
under all their Bands, t to be a flaming Me- 
nace, and an ominous Prodigy 
further forc'd to ſay * this oe may of- 
tend ſome very 8 es, Who have of late 
been eſteem' d for their Capacity in this Way: 
but if what I ſpeak be juſt, their Reſentment 
of it muſt of Conſequence be unjuſt ; I hall 
therefore make bold to aver, that the molt i ig- 
norant of our People have ſtated a magnificent 
Queſtion, and that the moſt Learned among us 
have made them a trifling eAnſwer, and con- 
temn'd teachin that Branch of their Science 
whe? is the moſt profitable Part, 


Minds of Men with more cher an Horror, than 


they could ever learn themlelves. 


| Fo this Neglect it profbeds, that I, 1 


in many other Caſes of a * lifferent Nature have 
attempted to preſent ſome of my Sentiments 
to the Publick, for the Inſtruction of a Few, 


and * Entertainment of * and that 
too 
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Queſtion to the generality of People only by 


What I am 


forced to ſpeak fir 


too not without Succeſs, muſt now venture 
to write my ing Opinion upon this unuſual 
Spectacle, which. perhaps deſerves more than- 
any Thing that has happen'd within many 
Centuries laſt paſt, the joint Conſideration: 
of all the ingenious Members of the Royal So- 
ciety. However, if I ſhould be prov'd to err 
in what I judge of this Matter, I ſhall ftill 

I think my weak Endeavour very pardonable, 
if it be but the means of rouzing up a lazy 
wiſe Man, to , beſtow upon it a Refutation, 
from a Neglect of having prevented mine by 
his earlier Opinion, which is much more un- 
pardonable. I take upon me to do no more 
than a puiſne Judge in this Matter, who is 
* 15 and ſtands excuſable, if 
he differs in Judgment from the Chief. I ſhall- 
uſe no farther Ceremony, but proſecute the Mat- 
ter without more ado, after I have juſt figni- 
20 a Word er two what. Order L intend to 

d in this little Trac. ; 


L. $HALL in the firſt Place make a ſhort Def 
cant upon Comets in general; and deliver as. 
many of the Opinions, both Ancient and Mo- 
dern, as I can call into my Memory ; but they 
Mall be ſuch only as are moſt in Requeſt, that 
my Fask may not exceed its due Bounds. _ 


I $a, in the ſecond Place give a brief and 
ſuccin&t Account from Hiſtorians ; and, 
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late Apparition, and endeavour to refute their 


| gy in Nature, = 


_  -- Hoy their Names. Endoxus was the firſt Man 
that brought the Know 


©  peca the Philoſopher) does he mention of a Co- 


left this _great Part of the Divine Study 


rious and inquiring Man, coſleCted ſome 
tan e of the Eclipſes, but 61 


— Dund among 1 any Knowledge 2 the Mat- 
| * T bere were indeed two, who tell us they 
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TOR 1 fhatl oive 2 debe of the 
Opinions who ſay it proceeded from a Natural 


Cauſe; and to Fart by Mathematical, Logi- 
cal, and Moral Arguments, IF Was a Th 
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OY PRoLEGOMENON. | "od 
D who was one of hs 
an 


ſubtileſt of the Ancient Philoſophers, firſt 
to gueſs at the "Motions of the running 
Stars, but he neither ſettled their Numbers 


edge of them from. 
into Greece ; but not a Word (ſays Se- 


met; by which it plainly appears, that the 
ian themſelves, Whoſe whole Life-times 


4 
COP rin Contemplations of the Heavens, 


work'd and unexamin'd. Afterwards ( * 
who was a very great Virtuoſo, and a nice, cu- 


3 Comets, Who was by no 
means ben ark ve omitted it, if he had 
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Were 


were bred up Scholars among the Chaldeans, 
1 nd eAppolonius Myndius, well skill'd 


in the Secrets of Nature, and theſe tell us their 
Opinions of Comets, than which, however, no- 
thing can be more widely different. eAppollo-. 
nius Myndius reckons them among the wan-' 
dering Stars, and pretends they have certain. 
8 Courſes of their own. On the other hand, 
Epigenes fays, that the Chaldzans did not pre- 
oy to allot them any Bounds, but conſider d 
them as cauſed by a Gyration and Whirlwind 
of Air, that was troubled and made tumultu- 
ary by being folded and preſſed together. Some 
of the Ancients were mightily taken with this 
A Reafon of the Naturaliſts, viz. ' that when 
ſome wandering Stars ply*d their Courſes near 
one another, the Lights of two of them inter- 
mingling, had the look of one long Star, and 
chat this did not only happen when one Star 
X touch'd another, but when they came within a a2 
little Diſtance of one another: For the Inter- 
val that lay between them, receiv'd a kind of 
flaming Luſtre from them both, which reſem- 
bled a long Trail of Fire- eArtemidorgs tells 
us, they are hidden Stats that now and then 
et in among the viſible Ones, and by ming- 
ing with them, give that Encreaſe to their 
Light. Among the Moderns, the Opinion the 
moſt_'generally- receiv'd, concerning ſuch an 
Apparition as ours lately was in the Sky, (tho 
the Ancients, particularly Seneca, deſcribes one 
very like it, and yet gives it the Name of a 
Comet) 1s, that the great Froſt having bound 
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up for ſo lor a time, and till the end of our 
Winter, all Va © oy. bt. Uni 
good Behaviour, when that Froſt diſſolved, by 
the Beams of the Sun in its Spri 
and unlock ' d, as it were, the Pores of 
Ground, che ſolar Rays pierc d in and exhaled 
the Vapours into the Air: Thoſe Vapours be- 
ing of themſelves Pi. — firſt incloſed by the 
Froſt) of a hot Nature, and intermingling un- 
der the Earth with ſulphurous bituminous Mat- 
ter, and, when aſterwards let looſe into the 
Air, being impregnated with Wind, that gave 
them Motion; and „being moreover inflamed 
by the ſolar Heat, twas that made the Fire 
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as. Reaſons its appearing; like. Pire, 

and l he Bar 6 
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SECTION » 


4 How on, and. Refutations o al theſe 
n er. 


- av for. the Opinion of Appollonias uke 
who reckons — among the moveable 
and that they have certain Courſes pre- 


Stars, 

ſcribed to them, the Anſwer is, that it is meer- 
ly an Opinion, and till ſome. better Reaſon be 

brought for it than his ih% dixit, there is no 

Argument; and where there is no Argument, 
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As for the Belief of Lens and the Ancients, 
that the likeneſs of a long Star reſulted from the 
A ches that one Star made to another; the 
Anſwer is plain and demonſtrative. We know 
the Number of the moveable Stars, and they 
are to be ſeen at the ſame time with a Comet; 
from whence tis manifeft, that tis not by a 
v8 rar om oy I — 1 
uen under the Steps of a ſuperior Star; 
bor e Saturn is over we? Head, an 
Mars looks in a down-right Line upon Venn: 
or Mer 
another in this Courſe, yet n comes of 
it, that's like a Comet, or elſe we ſhould have 
J feveral of them this Year. For every Year 


Moreover, if a Comet proceeded from thence, 


would ſeparate as ſuddenly ; and fo the Comet 
Irhat appears ſo ſuddenly, would as ſuddenly 
1 7 gan Beſides, as near as they ſeem to 
Jus, they are very widely apart, and could not 


een them: But if they could, ſtill as they 
met ſoon, they muſt ſeparate ſoon, and then 
that colour'd Space muſt as quickly vaniſh. 
Now Comets have been obſerved to be ſome- 
times of long Duration, even ſix Months. 


Bzeroxt I make an Anſwer to the Moderns, 
ho ſeem to retain the old Imaginations of 
Epigenes, I muſt diſtinguiſh Comets into rx 

8 | | Kinds. 


and for all they go under one 


come Stars will be in the fame Sign together. 
as they meet with a ſudden Velocity, they - 


ee that Kind of Light in the Interval 
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| Kinds. One Kind is, when a Star is ſeen that 
beams forth Streams of Light like ſo man 
Locks of Hair: Another Kind is, where it 


appears like a great Fire flaming in the Sky. 
Tas, latter Kind ſeems to be that now in 


| Queſtion, which the Moderns compare to the 
they ſay, like them, is cauſed by Winds and 
tions, and bituminous Vapours; and 

ſome call it by the Name of Fire- beams, and 
others, in a Northern Phraſe, the Pretty Dan- 
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_ Acainst theſe Sophiſters, many Things © - 


may be alledged and demonſtrated :|, Fir/z,,1& 4 


Wind was the Cauſe 25 how came it tha 
there was ſcarce a breath of Wind ſtirring when 
it happend ? How came it to be in a. deep 
Calm Ik it had been raiſed by the Wind, it 
had deſcended with the Wind. 2dly, Accord- 
ing to them, Whatever fiery Vapours or wa- 


© © try Humours ariſe out of the Earth, when 


« they come to join into one compact Body, 
+ the very Diſcord of thoſe Bodies mult needs 
© turn the Spirit of them into a kind of Whirl- 


wind; and then the Force of that Wind 


© whirling round in that manner, lights the 
- © combuſtible Particles, and carries them on 
high; and fo long will the ſplendor of the 
Fire, ſo forced and ſqueezed out, remain in | 
_ © ſight, as there is Fuel and Nouriſhment ſuf- 
« ficient to feed the Flame; but as ſoon as 18 
f 2 8 0 cea . 
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very ſmall AST Ac Ts cal 
wp „ Ancient and Modern. Kel 


erg e in a Book which be | 
compoſed of t omets, relates that . 
\agoras ſaw a Mt and unuſual Light in the 
Heavens, which was in its Shape aal Big: *# 
neſs like a vaſt Columa or Pillar of Fire, which | 
ſeettis'to be like thoſe Fire-heams that we faw 3 
of late; and Charimander, who was very learn- 
ed, judg'd it worthy of the: Name of a Comet. 


3 ien tells i us, [there was juſt ſuch | 
another long extended Species of Fire ap d 
| 3 the Sea over-whelmed Baris and Helice. 
And eAritotle himſelf would not have thi 
2 ba, Fire called only a Fire-begm, but a Comet. 
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Ix e come to our own ech we And! 4 
thad ſuch Things were accounted formerly Co- 
e . Sir 2 ard — — jo 2 j 
"4 no Hemnr ou elch 
Work: In br Ted" ear, in % Month fl 

rc cared a Star, firſt betwixt 
the 5 North, — then ſending forth} 
fiery Beams towards the North; foreſhewing,l 
perhaps, the Effuſion of Blood t followed 
after. I paſs by many others for brevity- ſake, 
which you may find in that Hiſtory among] 
* Caſualties. 
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Lsrf x, - That ftupendous Commotion 
which, ſo much danmified Holland, that it, 
blew down all the Steeples in Utrecht (that 
of the Cathedral only excepted ) and reduced, 
che Body of the Church to a Heap of Rubbiſh, 
and cndanger'd Amſterdam to the. ſame Fate,. 
e ct foreh in Ege beams and Smoke ; and alf 
- SShat Fire and Water could exerciſe of Fury, 
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C FF. as, on the Sixth of March, with Two. 
or Three Gentlemen walking in a Coun- 
15ry Garden; We had been admiring. the 
Serenity) and Delicacy, of the, Country Air, 
nd the clear Silver colour of the Light that 
d ad render'd that Afternoon ſo particularly, 
2 WF agreeable and delightful; ſo far is it from 
off Truth, what ſome. fay, that before this. Ap- 
{i parition happen'd in the Sky, they obſerv'd. ri- 
ang Miſts and labouring and teeming Clouds. 
While we were in this Diſcourſe, it naturally 
thi made us turn our SID, about us, and in the 
North one of us oy a ſmall Cloud, if it may 

be ſa called, or rather a gathering in the Sky, 
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but with ſomething ſo particulat in its Colour, 
that he pointed it Out to our Obſervation. We 
loox d at it for foe time, and agreed that there 
r ag > of”; ah 4 ce 2 p muſt 


 Curiolity into a more whos 
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| very h 

ee At legt 

8 to been nt ph curl, 1 work, 5 43 
many extra i . otions, and hiv 4 
Turns within its ſe d our 
. — 6 
im ſive or fox Minutes, aſter it had worked in 
this manner 1 it ſelf, folding, as it were, 
and unfolding, eparated, ir Rf into Beams, 
of a white, brigh 225 ad luis Colour; which 
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Morning, and that then iter g 

other Flame as it did at 
Norden and We == the n mw 
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8 BY Na e 175 5 Earth 5 che force 
. 955 a then Fre with-- 
ſome Caules in t if they be involved 
SOR Wy 5 gs 8 5 will fight, 
„ muſt at length, 4 
nd. all Diſpute, 1055 . into à Fre: 

| once begun, to continue à Fire till 
all its Aliment be ſpent, wad LY to. Oo * 
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Bor the * ke App rition in 13 Hea- 
vens did not do ſo: * pp | 


2 HEREFORE it ol not be an Elaſtick 4 

pour, breaking out of the Bowels of the 

, Ss Force of ſubterraneous Fire invol- 
ved in ome Cauſes or eller in. the Air. 

AND 
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WY, NY K* could not x pl bon 
wn Natural Cauſe. wth 


Ix the firſt ele Pößtiog be Me * 
* is not the beſt Natural Cauſe which can 
be given, Lanſwer, it mult be deemed wy till 
a better is affign d. 


Taz Argument MET Hoke it I prove 
__ And, 2 the Major, vig. That Ela- 
5 firſt. break into a 
Wig of a Fire till its 


1 5 Firs con- 
vinces us of; the ſecond gn thi daily Ex- 


light a 


lang Train of Gun-Powder at one End, and 
according as there are, or are not Deficiences 
in laying it, the Fire will eicher continue to 


blaze along upon onde and not go out while there 


is a Corn left, it reaches not thoſe Corns, 


goes 9 7 bi and gives not again. 


Tux Minor, vis. That this fiery Art 
tion did not act according to theſe Laws of 
Nature, is proved by Fact and Experience of 
all Ant law it; for after it had blazed, the 
Fire went entirely out, and then lighted again, 
which is contrary to the Laws of Nature and 


| Reaſon; for when *twas lighted, either there 


was more  Alment capable of maintaining fo 
bright 


ed by tins, Queſtion. If 
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4 „, that it was a Prodigy, 
Z S | 
Lemons when without certain and demon- 
Wcative e we leanand incline toons 
* — but ſtill with — 
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Lives might beaſona 
there neither wan 


8 Signs from Provi. 
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are more virtuous and modeſt,” give us a ver) 


3 SW, ( 18 3 SY 

5 dence, nor any Effects of Omniporent Wrath 
to be Exerciſed upon the moſt Impious and Fla- 

gitious Creatures? Are they not who out 
of an Oftentation of Learning, and out of a 
Vanity of Literature, have proſeſs d they'II 
believe nothing but what they comprehend, and 
pretend to comprehend what e fo bein believe A 
they can? Are they not Men, 
ed about e ble Myſteries, as 5 be f 
Trinity, Nc. and ed to Circumſcribe 
ee of Science, within the ſlender Bounda- 
8 8 4 and * meer 2 1 

Capers , unaſfſi y Grace! Are not 
1 in fine, that pretend like dam, ta have 3 
Fruit of « Tree of Knowledge, and 4 
h — to ſtep into the Throne of the All- 
Mes, and — ineo the Works of e 
Power! ö 


Orurx Men as Learned as theſd/ pretend to 4 
be, but as much more Learned in Fact, as they 
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NI Account of Matters. - 12 lorious 
Saying of that Heathen Philoſopher, Ariſtotle, 
That wwe ſhould never be more b ever 
more di ident in our ſelves, than Woo en. 
ter upon Subjects that touch the Divinity. 1 14 
when we enter our Churches, if, when we go 
to Divine Service, we compoſe our Countenan- ny 
ces, and make all our Behaviour and Comport. 
ment, in every particular, an argument of our 
modeſt Diſpoſition at that time; how much 
more oughr we to do * when we talk off 
R$  _ 
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Comets: Prod ies. and the moſt wonderful 
t 3 one Nature, 5 we 1 0 | 
1- beapt to talk ignorantly, imprudently, ot raſhly 
it Wor —_ knowingly, upon e high Matters : 
2 WBcſides this Learned Heathen, what ſay the 
1 Polite, and the Learnedſt Men of our Days 


d concerning them? why truly, they that have 
e Meoked into Nature, as oy y as any, tell us; 
t« What tho? they may be found out to be accord- 
ic ag to natural Cauſes, God Almighty produces 
x hem often to make prodigious Effects. Of all 
a- theſe, becauſe. I avoid Prolixity, I ſhall only 
in mention one eminent In-looker into Nature, 
ot he preſent Dr. Mead: That wiſe Phyſitian, 
e in his Treatiſe, De Imperio Solis ac Lang ; at- 
d er having enumerated for theſe kind of Pheno- 
l. Pena (as ſome Modern Scholars will call em) 
ty s many natural Cauſes in ſhort as could be, 
Ends his Treatiſe to the following Effect; Tur- 
noilt in the Air, and Tempeſts, owe their riſe 
to in ſome- meaſure, to ſuch and the like Cauſes 
in Nature: But as to what appertains to the 
"Queſtion of Divize Pawer, it belongs not to us 
to diſpute, whether ſuch Calamities as theſe, 
may not happen above the Courſe of Nature, by 
the Wrath of the Supream Godhead ? It never 
8 ſhall be my Endeavour in the leaſt, to Divorce 


£28 © the Minds of Men from the SacredBands and. 
0 Duties of Religion; and tho? I know, that eve- 
1-8 © ry part of this immenſe Machine, ſubſiſts and 
moves by certain Laws, and that the ſame diſ- 
1 © polition of the Fabrick, that is moſt commodi- 
nous to the Univerſal Bulk taken in the Groſs, 
 & rata” on cha en OR 


(25) 
mut of neceſfity now and then bring. 
and even Nun upon ſome 9 
* cs of it; yet the beſt and g e Crevtix 

N ght certai by al the i 
© Wor ve entirel yielded tp o ier 

-< ſole Ag and commanc over al 125 
that He made. And perhaps the Divine Reaſon Wk 
thought fit, to Build the World with ſack Ars | 
©rifice, thar t ſomet mes would bring Evil and F 3 
mage on that part of Mankind, th droge 70 
© be kerrifyed with Thunder-bolts fright= 


© ned with Prodigies and Tem y 
would bekept within the danch hike Duty. NC 


| Now: which of ther two ts of Men 1 
would engage our Opinion moſt ? Which k 
them can we judge moft.probably to be oh'the 
Right ſide? The former. farbleracity tell you, 
char there's nothing Prodigious in it; but that i 
they can be acooumtable for ev: y Circurnſtance, V 
from the common Laws of e lat= 
= with NY, Knowledge, open 2s much 
7: more modeltly, than the for- 

E 5 Recs or Nature, es Oh 1 ng Gin f 
ES uch t may ſpring 

up their Argu W with, * BY 175 
that they Poul proceed o Hr as to fa 


1 that Hezven d no extrao KR 

dem, to Terr 5 Mankind into 1 ogg Eve- 4 

7 Moral oY Livin 1 o into the 

bn of the latter: Beſide ing on the ſafeſt 

fide of the Queſtion, re "fig not the 4 58 4 

"that Mee upon it; it as ho Prodigy, 2 
ang 
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7 Bat alaſs, We were tot twas "_ Mar. 
everimt mibi Figuli Fubulut inner. Wick. | 
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ball dre not be 
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133 in arge * | 
ſon Ott of {6 pious a Blackie? But if it Was 
? E Se in the fene, if it was a warn- 
d we wicked Ones would not take it 
he are. We then yo all our Knowledge! 
„ Hxrerant Corruſ- 
at ionts tus Orbi wy ror LA, 
Premuit Terra: Thy e e 

and the 
eh 76. 


Earth was moved, and it eres. 


I mbft to theſe wicket 


1 me Fables 


. who at 5 their Knowledge, a mf 
Pes Giver ß Knowledge, 1 5 
ality, to deter them f Momo Impi 


"thereftte tell em, 
3 Fate is flow in der oh March, ti hey they ci: in 
I her Heels, fhe wil bake ap later overtake em, 
Win their facinorous Acts of Im probity: Anek 
= ſhew them, the 3 Lead lies is 
Hands that She lays 
1 vince thetti of hs) 1 
| Ka out of their 0wn Seri Seriptiites. 


ti. thetn, and to Cort. 


34rd ahtetedentths Seelen, 
Deſernit pede Pana Hon 2 
8 or. Carm. 
Tut lttrle Amplifp upon this SubjeRt, ant ine 
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N. i ed from any Natural Cauſes, 
don't ſee, (tho it be Compos d of never ſo ma- 
ny) 1 4 ey could not foretel it, as well as 
they do many other things that happen extraor- 
dinarily in the Heavens; and yet have they done | 
my Has any Learned Man, deep read in the 
3 the 3 that wigs 
— — re-evi ent as it Were, 9 
od, | and the Engin es of Mathematical 2 
| Science, k into ES 5 ela 3 
ovements, given of t much as f 

Hant of a Prediction? 2 N 


Tas Great Ecli xs, th ? It comes at ſet 6 
Periods of Time, w ppen'd. laſt Year in 6 | 
the Month of April, had bury it ſelf to Hu- 
man Memory in the in Cn of * Cen- 
turies, and 7 the —_ Eye, 
whoſe viſua Rays are a =—_ 
ok = of the Teleſcope, travelling thro? un- 

and W airy ways, ſaw this 
long before it happen'd.. Their Eyes imme- 
diately ſet their Hands to work, and theſe de- 
Kvered to the Ignorant an exact Scheme of | 
what thoſe wiſely foreſaw.,,. All the Profeſſors | 
of Mathematicks, in England, Ireland and | 
Scotland,” made their bes how long 
that vaſt Luminary Was to travel in its un- 
wonted Labours. One of the beſt Pariſan 
Maſters in that Art made his too, and was ſo 
curious as to come over, becauſe. he could have 
a better Proſpect of it "here in England, than 


25 could in France, Before the Obſervation, . 
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bay hid in the deep Ab 
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SETS: 


vo Labor uo Pains were wanting, th maks 


the commoneſt of People fore-know it, that 
they might not be ſurpriz d and affrighten'd 
at ſo unuſual and fo gloomy a Spectacle. They 
afterwards gave in their ſeveral Obſervations, 


wherein ſome of the Celeſtial Speculators were 


ound to have hit its Duration almoſt to a Se- 
cond; and a great Number of vulgar People, who 
had been at una wares ſcared into Death, having 
been fore - appriz d of the Matter, did bear the 
sight of it without any violent Apprehenſions. 


War they were then ſo diligently, ſo af 
XX ſiduouſly, and fo narrowly ſearching,” when 
every wiſeſt Head, and every moſt diſcerning 
ye, of every Nation in Europe, were em- 
ploy'd in contemplating the Motions of all the 


Celeftial Spheres, on this Occaſion; How cat 
it that they could paſs by unobſerved ſo ſignal. 
an Apparition in the Heavens, as this was 
on the 6th of March, which was to be within 
the Space of a Year enſuing, which is the ſhort- 
eſt Term that every little common Almanack 
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AL As! the Reaſon is as plain to every low 
Capacity, as the Myſtery it ſelf was obſcure 
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Tus former was natural, and tho” buryd 

in the Grave of Years and Time, lay open to 

the curious and the N e; but the latter 
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Infinite Wiſdom, 
: which 
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| him, tliat he is a preſumptuous Lyar, that he 
thinks he chbaks à miſcalled Weakneſs, in ſay- 
ing ſo to Mortals, and he dares Almighty Fo wWw -. 
er in ſo doing; either by impudently relying 
Jon, or ignominiouſly * of that Mer 


tag) 


— out-of Intereſt or vali" 


Oftentation, diminiſh from it, or add tb it; 
(which is u Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 


reckon'd one of thoſe that will neither be for- 
given in this World, nor in the World to 
come) may perhaps be made an Eternal Object 
of his Wrath, who permitted it. And if there 
be that obdurate hardenꝰd Wretch now exiſt 
ing; that the giver of Life will grant ſo much 
Breath to, as to abuſe it in ſaying, that him» 
ſelf is not, nor Mankind ought not, to be ſtart · 
led at this tremendous Apparition; I anſwer 


ey, which he does not deſerve, and to ſpeak 
in the Words of a very Reverend Divine: He 
# aCoward towards Man and a Brave towards 


p 4. . 
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- 'NerTHER is the Time, the Place, and dura 


tion of its Appearance, ſuch Circumſtances as 


ought in any manner to be over. IooR d and diſ 


eegarded. 


= Ws have heard of ſome ſuch Proſpects in the 
Skies as theſe, in our News- Papers, in feveral 


arts of our Country, and at ſeveral times; 
ut we diſcredited the News, and contemn'd 
the Writer. At laſt therefore the blazing My- 
ſtery came nearer home, it play'd its impends 
a 3 mg 


= 
* 
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Buſineſs, and a leiſure for Thought and Con- 


1 
ing Terrors over the Gates of our M 

It did not do it in the Day, but jeſt at that 
time when Mankind has an Avocation from 


ſideration: When the Workers of Miſchief 
were abroad, when the Inſtruments of the 
Mid- day Devil were hard at work, to per- 
ſwade People that Wrong was Right, and 
Right was Wrong, it did not then appear to 
our ſight ; but when the Tools of Lucifer were 
retir'd to their private Cabals, and when Men By 
of Virtue were examining ſeriouſly the Treſ- 
paſſes of the paſt Day, and forming Reſoluti- - 
ons of Amendment; -when ,the wicked and 14 
impious begin at the firſt over-ſhadowings oi ⁴ 
the Night, to have their black Remorſes come 
and crowd in thick upon them: Juſt then 4 7 
began the Celeſtial Alarm; that might 4 
more ally — w_ T ew of L 
that it might — ring over and 4 
Convert Minds we peri ns "Im piety, and 
more certainly confirm and corroborate Virtue } 
and Probity, to remain in the Duties of its 
Office wi " Perſeverance. The Crepuſcular 
Seaſon in which this __ happen d, is ge- 
nerally the greateſt time of Meditation and So- 
litude among the Major part of Mankind, 
whether good or bad. It is the very time in 
which the Fancy and Imagination of 4 
Men are ſtrongeſt at work, and run over, as it 
were, in als recapitulationthe whole hurry — Aa 
buſineſs of the alt day, till it Tires and Fat! 3 
it ſal ——_ the (| * of the Twilight, and i 
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Ns S's 2. | 
ſelf for that Inactivity and Repoſe which the 
coming Night invites us to. It is the very time 
when Terrors are moſt apt fo make a proper 
Impreſſion. The dead of Night ſhuts in ſome 
ſort our Eyes, but Twilight leaves as it were, 
Sa ſight, and not a ſight; to expreſs my Telf 
more plainly, it yields of it ſelf in a manner 
ſuch a kind of uncertain and gloomy Light, as 
i more terrible to the Eye (which is apt of 
Wit ſelf too often to vary ſhapes, according to 
its own Apprehenſions) than the moſt ſolemn. 
and conſummate Darkneſs. in which we had 
moſt of us eſcaped a View of it. At this time 
vas begun to be ſeen this Wonder in the Hea- 
Nvens; I ſay begun to be ſeen, becauſe it conti- 
nued dreadfully viſible for a long time after. 
2 ind certainly if the place in which it appeared, 
(becauſe it is the place where all the Heads, 
and I may ſay near a third of all the Souls in 
our Nation inhabits) be, as it 8 IS, very 
Circumſtantial in this our preſent Caſe; if the 
time when it begun (becauſe it is a time when 
our Minds are liable to the leaſt Impreſſion, 
and muſt be conſequently much more fo, to 
one of the Lane that can, even by tlie 
very marvelous Works of Providence be infli- 
cted upon Human Nature) be another remark- 
able Circumſtance; there is yet a Third left 
behind, that is by no means leſs obſervable than 
the 4.90 foregoing ones; and that is the Dura- 
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SECTION vi. We 
fg OhjeBFinc and Refutarions. ee: 


Tax Minor of the Mathematical Argument 
| denied, vis. That this fiery Apparition did 
not aQ according to the Laws of Nature; for 
after it had blazed, it did not entirely go out, 
but continued to be only leſs Illuminated, and 
then at laſt blazed out again, as vehemently as 
ever, which is not contrary, to the Laws of 
Nature; as is proved by the Example that & 
_ placed above, to Them the Major of the fame 

Argument: For light a long Train of Gun- 
powder at one end, and according as, tis thick 
or thin ſcattered, it will here and there inter- 


mit the force of its Flame, and here and there 


\ burſt out into extraordinary Flaſhes. Thus the 
Combuſtible Matter in the Skies having this 
Kind of Poſition, might very naturally cauſe 
thoſe more faint. intermiſſions of Light, and 
thoſe more vehement Wee in the . 


nn 


4 n 2 +. 4 


RTrUrAT TON. 


Tuns Anſwer is entirely Hydtherice?: my 
| poſititious, and Conjeftural: the repo anſwer 
- muſt be, to ſhew that ſuch was e then pre- 
dent Poſture of Affairs in the Sky, and har 

nach eertain and affigned Natural Cauſes dic 


previouſly 


previouſly 'range this Combuſtible Matter in 
ſuch order. They muſt tell how the Firebeams 
firſt ſeparated diſtinctly, then how they came 
together again, and then quite ſeparated, and 
then came together again of themſelves; when 
there was no Wind para to ſeparate, 
or 8 Ce OO 2 if they did 
all this, Which is im e, ve noth ing 
but an unconcluding Argument for it ſtill, an 

if yr ſtated would run thus; It may be ex- 
plained" poſſibly exiſting by a certain confluence 
of Natural Cauſes: But it may be explained 
that there was then ſuch a Confluence of Na- 
tural Cauſes, therefore this did proceed from 
Natural Cauſes. N th e 


Tuis Conſequence of theirs to be regularly 
deduced, ought not to be; therefore it did pro- 
ceed from natural Cauſes ; (for 4 pofſe ad eſſe 
nom valet: Conſequentia) but re it mig 
proceed from Natural Cauſes. And that is as 
wild a way of arguing 'in our preſent Caſe, as 
if * ſhould in downright plain Language 
lay, this might or might not be a Prodigy, and 
therefore ſince it might not be a Prodigy, we 
will not have it to be a Prodigy. Shed 


Tuts way of 1 Men, is (whatever 
the Apparition was) I muſt Confeſs very Natu- 
ral. "Theſe. wiſe Men may cover their Divina»' 
tions and make them ſeem Certainties ; by ſay- 
ing, That God doing nothing invain, would not 
do Miracles to bring any thing about, ge 5 
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pro d to proceed from Natural Cauſes. With 
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FF 5 
could do by Natural Cauſes, and that therefore 
F they might be proved to be poſſbly. done by 
Natural Cauſes, tis very concluſive to. ſay, that 
they were actually done by Natural Cauſes; to 
this I anſwer, Deſcartes has ſhewn us how the 
World might firſt be made out of Atoms, and 
pr ep ws nod the Creation was 2 
cording to the Nat way comprehended by 
Deſcartes. But ſuppoſing we rant that. Na. 
tural Cauſes were made uſe of, ſhall we rife up 
and ſay? But the Effects are like their Cauſes, 
* the Effect 4 natural. 8 741 | 
| Vay of arguing, the Apparition will not be 
diſprov'd'to. be a Prodigy, altho? it ſhould be 


the little Divinity I am Maſter of; I can with 
much more Truth anſwer, that where Divini- 
ty immediately acts, He that formed the mi- 
nuteſt parts of Nature by the greateſt Miracles, 
can by the moſt minute Cauſes in Nature, pro- 
duce miraculous and prodigious Effects. Ay, 
Gy theſe at Gyr, © he can, but he did not 
o it now. The Effect; which was the Ap- 
parition in the Skies, was as natural as the Cau- . 
ſes, In the. Northern parts fuch Sights are 
common, and territy no Body; and we hav- 
ing had here the ſame Weather, and the ſame 
hard Froſt laſt Winter, which cauſed. it there, 
theſe ame Circumſtances, with us naturally pro- 
duced the like Effect, and therefore tis not at 
all prodigious; but Reaſon very eaſily accounts 
for it. I ſay, as common as it is in the N 
| is uncommon, here, and therefore affrighted 
>>, at 382 Very 


3 


every Body. Our having had the fame Cit! 


cu es of Weather now, and once or twice 
before, is ſo far from bei 

that to us it is not natu 
brought upon our Clima 
ful as the Conſequence, 


and is as wonder. 


it appeared not 
to us ſo terrible. In ſome parts Cricaland 


tis natural to be without the ſight of the Sun 
for ſome part vf the Tear; in Scot land they have 
ſometimes not above two hours Night; Naples 
is ſeldom without Earthquakes ; other parts are 
infeſted with es; and'the more Northern 

are uſed to theſe kind of Corruſcations, Ta- 
5 and Free gland cold. If Greenland 
ſhould come to have a continual Sun, and Scat 
land be wrapt in an an Darkneſs; if 
Naples ſhould enjoy for an Age a folid unſha- 
ken Earth, and the Earthquakes ſhould move 
over to ſome other Land, that had been an en- 
tire Stranger to thoſe Motions ; If Climates 
noted for Healthfulneſs ſhould be depopula- 
ted by a Plague, whilft other places ſhould 
from a devaſtation of its People by the Peſti- 
lence, grow Healthy and Populous. And if 
theſe Northern Corruſcations ſhould take up 


their abode in the South ;' if a Man was to 


freeze in a Sumfners Noon in Italy, and burn 
in the midſt of Winter in Feexland, I dare an- 
ſwer, there would be thoſe who would under- 


take to account for all theſe Alterations, and 


rove very Learnedly, that they muſt happen 
y Natural Cauſes. This fame $4 an- 
my i& 7? 2 N Ke. 4 « 2 Wers 


therefore natural, 
, and is a violence 
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| fucha ſtated Cou 
ofſwiſtneſs, that *rwaseafily reckon d upand to 


reaſon of this Apparition's taken 


Have foretold Dan 


? ty =P p ES, 
fees allithe eden tha can be raid « 
| Olde again} the Moral Argent, 


Ox Reaſon N for fulpe 
probable to ariſe from Natural Cauſes, is, be- 

uſe if it had proceed from eee, 

might have been mo . as well 
OI cs 


Nox this isunfairarguin 
term to ha 


ing it im- 


* FOE, boch 4 
ange San and Moon 
togo with, and ſuch a 


told, but theſe kind of Yapoursareſo uncertain in 


Place and time, and ſo many accidents concur 


to 8 their appearances, that twas 1 1- 
Me fr any Man not to have fail'd in his Ac- 
N 


RET TATION. 


"War theſe Men pretend to tell vs for the 


upon it a ſpe- 
cies of Fire, ſince it happe nd Goth bowl & 


uncommon) join 1d i the common Knowlege, 


that almoſt every Almanack- maker aſſumes to 


himſelf; * 5 (if they had been Maſters of 
thoſe Talents) — — it as eaſy for them to 
à Reaſon for 
, and therefore this can be 
make out * Aﬀertion thus. 

Errusx 


it aſter it ha 
no Solution. 
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pp "IK 3 that > Ach Da 
of Cold and Heat, and ſuch Degrees of 
ind happen to be abroad at the ſame time, 
there is- ſuch a 
wiaß from variqus Bodies g gatherd into the 
that they muſt have ſuch ſuch Rare- 
a Qions and 'Fermentations (as we commonly 
ſee in Chimical Intermixens) and alſo what 
Effects will reſult from them, or they do not; 

if they do not know this, how can they prove 


the late Apparition of Fire to have 3 


Eee de Ee dis Chich even op . q 
o know Try pro) 
hol gre hs bs 25 Bend g b 
they might ha ve eaſily it, by. 
and; che mot ordinary 175 
that ate 5 ud in compiling a un- 
mon Alntanack | 


Bow once n Gadhury and John Pars | 
ridge, who for his idle Prediftions Was count · 

to Aſtr a long time befare he 

dead to the World, and even Poor Pobin 

ſelf ſhall becalled again tq Life, to inſtruct 


42 Men gf letter d Pede into a proper Me- 


thod of Calculation. Theſe arriv? * — the 


Parts of Science neceſſary for theſe ſage Men ta 
hays done the wooded l Feat. ag 


1 often foretal ala fort of - 
Vapgins or Efluyia's would riſe up and infect 
the Air for a Year before it happen'd. Par- 

F tridgi 


Concourſe of Ef-. 


ſbewid them with Partri 


rridge bas hit che rees of Heat and Cold 
almoſt as exactly as if his Head had deen an 
annual Wearher-Glaßs, and his Brains bad been 
made of Quickfflver: And Poor Rabin was rele 
terrible a Fellow at ung Tag With, 
3 that a Sow or a 

_ Rl ant "a Bye, n Wn” 
| than Neben would: have ſeveral N 


it broke Priſon. | 


- Wow: if theſe Karel Eg 
uch of that it wile pied een as Gad. 
25 5 thit'chey could den Len theſe Ve- 
an Eher I cher bad hat —— 
e '6th of March ; had | 
"Quickſilver in rhe Beal, as to have 1 


the rees of 
r tine, 


Heat and Cold on the 6th 


they had had as good Gooſe- Eyes as Poor Re | 


bin, to foreſee the Eſfects of the Wind — 
on the öth of March; could not they 
"theſe Idea's er, ne Hh — 
by their own ed Science what Rarefu- 

| Cons and Fermentations would have been, 
and what the Effects of thoſe Rarefactions and 
la — 2 poundin — Has —4 

tter part com 8 toge- 
peer; ant ſhewing that muſt be ſuch 
Karefactions and Fermentations, and by con- 
ſequence ſuch their Effect, is a Piece of Learn- 
ing chey pretend to now, and by ae "they 
give an Account of it ſince it ha T 

FO indeed a Piece of Learning above de Com: | 
| preheaſion 


: (35) 
_ prechenſop of the poor Aſtrole 
med. before. Punches bow 
the preſent, Age know, that there were ſuch 
|RarcfaQtions and Fermentatious as they 5 
tend? Why, truly, becauſe they know that 
ſuch fort of Degrees of Sold, or Heat and 
Wind, acting and influencing ſuch Efiuvia's, 
muſt produce them. H therefore: they had 
known before-hand What Degrees of Cold, or 
Heat and Wind would have been influencing 


that we na- 


hand what would have been the Conſequence ; 
and — * A ye gab hel 
gers have told them. Tis extrea 

wonderful, that ſo littſe Wiſdom as was in 
Gadbury, Partridge and Poor Rabin, ſhould 
have been able to have fore-ſhewn it, and that 
Þ great Men knew nothing of it; and that 
all the great Part of Science ſhould account for 
2 Thing der it happend, and call it impoſſi- 
ble before. © pM ORE. e 


I am afraid theſe ' airy Chymiſts are like 
our' terreſtrial Ones, have a great many Quacks 
among them. A true great Chymilt pretends 
to know but a little, and hunts after more“; 
but a pretending Fellow, that has juſt learnd 
the firſt Rudiments, fy all His credulous 
Followers into a Belief, that he's an Alchy- 
miſt, that he cap make Gold, and all his emp- 
ty Science ends in a Bounce, tis u]; but 
tis Aurum fulminant. This is called the Pf. 
Jeſapbers Stone. Thus * it with gur 
5M. s "oO 


Fa 


theſe Sages of 


ſuch EMuvia's, they muſt have known before- * 


Me 8 


| af 1 oÞ 


Eli 


Tits, — then it bluſters out with windy 
Strength; here is their Balzeum Marie, and 
— thei Crucibles: And by Natural Cauſes 


— * the . 0 


unn Baud ele e Cold, they generare Thun- 


der-bolts by the ame C Cauſes, and this F be 4 


called the eAftrolegers Stone. 


Nor to ſtem too bodicrous-in > high 4 
t Importance; I own 


Matter, and of fo 
the ſupernatural Cauſes, not on 


of the late 


Apparition, but of Thunder an Lightning, 


I dread it: Yet I can P h at thoſe Na- 
turaliſts (ho would laugh at Fund this juſt, 
Terror) 5 with r Men than my ſelf; 


That 10 the Brita fulmina that I can find upon 


Any Occafion, is 1 1 
e eee 


Far Ef frereres nibil, 


The ConoLLanty. 


8 we vein the : foregoing 5 


der u in ſhort, 


ſons out of 


ae ought to * Prodigy, — 


iſts, who have ſuch and dec Clouds u. 
ratories; they bottle up Air into Spi- 


Mage which they gild 


MG gs ses 


e cob; 
55 why the late Apparition of Fire in the 


: 
| 
; 
* 


r 3 
not be placed among the common Works of Na: 
eds oppo res be very well worth out 
while to Treat a little upon the Conſequences 
that theſe Meteors are x — moſt 
virtuous Ancients and Moderns reckon'd to 


ARISTOTLE tells us, they are the Fore: 
runners of Floods, Deluges, Earthquakes : 
Many Moderns, and ſome Ancients, have fan- 

d they ſoretel Bloodſhed and Wars; others, 
t they commonly preſage Peſtilence or Fa- 
RR 2 lay, 2 
dan tell what reſage, but the Divine 
Cauſer, and the firſt Mover of them. 


Alt the Conſequence, that I ſhall dare to 
Adeduce from ſo high a Myſtery, is a certain and 

a ſaſe one, that it ought to Imprint an extra- 
erdinary Terror in the Minds of Men, and 
turn them from the Practice of Vice, to the 
Exerciſe of Virtue. As the World does not 
now ſeem to be far off from being arrived to a 
2 . and Maturity in Sin, great 
Reaſon is to believe, that Heavenly Mer- 
cy is. withdrawing from us a and mak- 


Ano this Conſequence n far 
even from offending our Mo p EAN N 
KA LIS TS, becauſe tis carrying the Queſtion 
ſtill further in their own way. For if we paſs 
by thoſe great Sages, who, when they — 
. | ; prov 


3 


* 
— 


5 This Air muſt have moreover an Elaſtick Vir- 


n) | 
eee eee 
more than a common accident reſulting 
en and affignable conſſuence and 
— forge and ſtop there con- 
wely, and think zhte 5 no wore to be fi 
pon it; 0 that Haus. 


3 


who Inhabit the Earth: and affign v 
Reaſons for what they aver. gn "7 good 
As bur Breath is dur Life, ING 
Airheavyor light to ſuch an exact 
red, that the Lungs may play without violence, 
P 
Ass being incommodious tothe Animal Machine; 
ſo at theſe times, the weightineſs of che Air 
| 4 by 2 yen and leſſened, which forces it 
its own heavineſs into the empty Cre- 
viſe of the Lungs, we muſt of neceffity have 
bar a ſmall. Portion of it, and conſequently the 
1 Animal Machine that 
| ly re pon it, muſt impair, and unnatural- 


retard its Courle, the ood it ſelf have 2 
| ner unbrace, flacken, 


er Circulation, and the Nerves in a man- 
and remit their Force. 


3 1 
want breath d 


— 


% 
F 


r 
bes sn 9 e kn of eh Bibi 
of the Belly, 8 ſelf, and by 1 — 
upon the little Pipes and Conduits of the 
renders that vital fluid more fit for Motion, 
that all theſe Cauſes which alters it Wen this: 
ATI Air, will diſorder and difturhy 
lockwork of the whole 5 ge 
8 but take the Pains to . 
If top of a Neighbouring Mountain, or Pop 
Head into che Pneumatical Engine at the — 


verſity, Will at firſt want . 
* convInced of the Truths here 2 
and 


HzxcE ef manner of Diſcafes ſpr 

ome even that are without a Name. Neither: 
at ſuch a time is Animal Varun only impai- 
red; the Vegetables that are the ſubſtance of 


Fo, > and 3 | 


. a 1 errible Tempeſt that Wippe 4 
not many Years ſince, tis remarkable, that the 


R made even ſo a Blaſt 
mong the Fields and Woods, that a Rind of 
fart Savour the next day remain'd upon the 
Vegetables of the Earth, which was intolera« 
ble to the 1 of any Taſter, inſomuch 
chat the Beaſts 3 e Ta- 
red it, refuſed their Food. 


inis late Meteor has n had no vislble 


„6 


rr RV pans 7 


Effect, tho I wiſh it had had one, and no other; 
and thas is, the Converſion of the y__ 


=_ eu 
=_ eee Gd We are arri d to that 

Improbity, that we have on this occafion' di- 
vided the Heavens according to Party, as if 
ſome of both Parties had not dane Iniquities 
| to deſerve the Anger of Heaven with- 
out diftintion ;. the only Parties on this Occa; 
ur come to be favour d or puniſh'd, 


por beer o have Be, will be the 800 


one hank, we who have many. of us 
almoſt all the Articles of Revealed 
If we. had one of the old threat- 
ong us, I believe 
to the Heavens 


and- and Harth rh amy, 


like the fol: 
ing eos on-this Occaſion, 
Thunder: and Lien tning which we = 


once, with mon. Ben! Bn Of - I 


to alarm Mankind, if vou 84 be. 2 
Wickedneſs paſs Hour before your Byes 
3 1 Nel is, the 
Wotid ſeems to eſteem you ng more than an 
inſenſible and an unthinki no more 
than the eld Heathens did 3 Wood, or 
2 Marble Statue of Jouve, ſtanding i in a Tem- 
e Rome, and graſping in his right 
| the hunderbolt of Crete ; Inque Jovis 
Dextra-fitile Fulmen erat. Ovid 1 Lib. Fa- 
forum: As if you only look d down from above 
upon their ranging and wild Contumacy and 
„ Without having the Art or Fower 


down to the Earth with one gi 


We Laugh at this, and no won 


pÞpEFS > ² 111X111 


oO — 


* 
9 


4 | 
with Celeſtial Bullets, the e Lows 
tiouſneſs of theſe preſum 
And yet Streams of Lig Lightning fla 
your angry Eyes, and yet from your: 5 — 
you threaten us with Thunder. But Men are 

not like Flowers, that they fade away, diſco- 
ike and wither at thoſe Flaſhes. he Sons 
of the Earth are not like the little Shells of 
the Sea, that at thy Peals of Thunder liq * — i 
into Tears, and become Abortive "of: 
Pearls to which by Nature they give an happy 
Iſſue. 0 Peity! either Thunder to us no 
or. when you Thunder, do it home, 
and ſtrike with Ven geance to the Mark. -To 

what Purpoſe are the Clouds ſet in a 
Blaze, if it be only to make a Man wi 
little, and with a half-ſhut fight, ſhake his 
el at the dazling glitter? To what pur- 
555 are Mines hollow'd out as it were in the 
and then Sprung with ſuch force, char 


trembling, and par ut all the Stars into a pale 
iſhment Conſternation, if it be only 
to cauſe a ſhort-liv'd ſudden $1 Surprize in the 
More fearful, the more puſilanimous and da- 
cd People of Heart? Alas! to make the preſent 
in this World feel you, ot ſtand 
in any awe om pe ou. Tis not enough to raiſe 
a — unleſs you follow it with a Blow, 
and the Thunder without, the Bolt, ſignifies 
juſt nothing at all. O Heavens Has 
either ont Thunder at all, or give the ſtroke: 


our A Liang of i@ ſhore! wh 


N. 


. oa. _ cd ered 


q * : 
i 
/ * 
i 
: *4 
4 * - 
g X, 
* (4 


C * 


1 


they” {et the 2 Heavens a quaking and 


"uk 


that”.they don't know how to hit, unleſs 2 
Mountain 1. Barrier in Sol way ? 
Or perhaps ſo many Eyes in the Firma- 
ment make ke ws 4 57% 9k you ſhoot 
the Arrow! 2 his? No, but, my dea 
Lord, it is your Cuſtom, never to take hol 
of your n till you have firſt bound round 
ur Majeſtick Countenance with gather'd 
its and Clouds: It is by ad mae 
means the effect of fury to fight” blindfold : 
No, no, it is only the pure effect of Love 
that makes you cover your Eyes and Thun- 
2 to the Heart. Thence it comes, that ſel- 
dom yet fell down a Thunderbolt, but what 
Fell in vain, and without recovering: a Wicked 
Man from his Vanity; but the Dart's without 


- * Nerves, like that fictitious Vulcan (whom 


Toe ng: ine to be the Artificer” of them) 
thro? the Air, and are 0s whe 


| Gale th Wicked in their motions. . 


igning Men ; Is yet amidſt all 
bis Anger he mingles Love, and Favours, 
while:he Threatens. And Oh! How does he 
ſeem to decken us towards him with Love, 
amidſt all thoſe Fiery Menaces ? Illarerunt 
Cornſcationes tua orbi terre. Thy Coruſca- 
tions- hath ſhined around the Orb of the Earth. 
You, eArifotle, guess d that Thunder owed 
el its force to the ſtreightneſs of a"narrow 


and 


W 


r ee 


—— — FFF 


and dampiſh 


kind of a Stormy Impetuous and Tem us 
Sea, in which the Shipwreek't Clouds not be- 
ing able to lower their Sajls, Meet, Daſh, 


rels, that crackle in its Flames. 


Nass 


Priſon. Meteor 3. Lou, Pa- 
racelſus, are for going ſtill higher, and tell us 


that Thunder is the Eccho of the 4 8 


and yet you had not the wit to deſeri 
the Voices of the Heavens would like the 


Noiſe of Fire from afar, that extinguiſh'd it 


ſelf into the Water of the Clouds; tis true, 
you did; but you never dreamt that it firſt 


ighted - itſelf amidſt the Water. of thoſe 
Clouds. Tou, Lzcretius, that Bought up the 
Fables of Democritus, and conſign'd em over 


to the Muſes new Filed, and new Poliſhed, 
that you might Sell *em again to the Publick, 
as it, were by Auction, and Inch of Candle, 
ſay that Thunder is the Sound of a Cloud, 
that ſpreads it ſelf before the Sun, and lies as 
it were to bleach in the Light and Wind, or 

to make a ſpacious Shade to the Theatre f 
pon the firſt Nor- 


the Earth, which burſts u | 
thern Blaſt. It is, you ſay, in the Sky, a 


Split and Bulge againſt each other. It is, 


you ſay, a ſounding Fire, that bruſhing thro” 


\ 


Clouds, advances it ſelf 


a Foreſt of branching 


With a roar thro? a Wood us it were of Law- 


0 * 


ow” ; 


ND you, the Laeretiac's of this Age, you 


Modern Epicureans. and Libertines ſay no 


mare. 
* 3 


* 
. 7 
* 


Corſt ant inopolitan Towers roll into Seven loud me 
Reports. You, eAnaxagoras, took it to be the | 


_ 4616 Haney E whom e 
tne den believe = gy Coon uns 
ge Aﬀertigns:. For ſuch a: Voice g 
error as this is Kalle, in the unerring 
of Life, the Scriptures, Vox Domini, the Ve dice | 
of the Lord. Voce . i Tunat, E Nudes 
wh 225 8 ö in ang a 
Voice et rd:him; when | 
he. burſt out into db Lene 8 Vocem 
* Quaſi parturientis andiui. I heard his 
Voice as of one bringing forth, Ch : Now 
So Tring ought to be hid höht dhe Cr 
* rain,- if hie ſtands behind the Clauds; and 
I therice*the God of Nature Lhundlers, . 
rom thence the God of Natureſvightens;. we 
Te 1 nl 2 we have ſeen it, It ug recover 
from our Impiety. Vucem dederait Male; the 
Clouds uttered forth a Voice. Thuxerynty Co 
3 tuæ Orbi Terræ; A thy C Coruſcations 
hae glitrer'd | rund the Gebe l. . Earth. 
_ And: they were Miracles of 1 
ruin Miracula, po dir 0 
N war Cauſes *. Fe 2 Nn 
f Fabulgrionen: The Wicked have ted me idle 
Tale Qui babes Bradhiin fem Deus 
Voce ſimili Tonar Who. has . like | 
4 + ins Foul Thunders w th 


